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A Basic I ncome: simpl e I
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Basic income is a simple idea on paper with
but i mplementing it is anything but simple.
di scusses findings from a major Canadian stu
why it might not deliver the transformation
policies could better address the needs of s
Basic income is often seen as a bold and even ut
topic?

Li ke many people, |1 had |l ong been intrigued by t
clear sense of what it might entail until 2018,
chair a panel examining the idea.

Our mandate was twofold. First, we were to inves
tool for the province of British Columbia. Secon
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at remains untested are the more ambitious ¢c¢cl a

cietal l evel . Such effects would require per ma
met hing no short-term pilot can replicate.
From this perspective, policy needs to be tai
assuming cash alone will suffice.

basic income is neither simple to implement n
at alternatives might appeal to its supporters
framed our work around the broader goal of ma
fined justice as ensuring the bases of self- a
come but also meaningful work, educational opp
|l icies that shape one’s |I|ife.
om this perspective, policy needs to be tailor
one will suffice. For people with disabilities

cess to dignified work and active participatio
pportive programs that go beyond what typical

oking ahead, what areas of research are most n

rrent economic analysis often prioritizes effi
ward simple cash solutions. This risks overloo
gnity, and beneficiary agency. Studying these
r basic income or other social programs.

OQur main conclusions apply across contexts: b
wel fare systems.

at |l essons from Canada are relevant for Ger man
r main conclusions apply across context s: basi
st ems, and focusing solely on cash risks missi
lutions wil/l vary. What works for British Coluwu
stitutional structures, | abour mar ket s, and pu
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