INSTITUT FUR ARBEITSMARKT- UND
BERUFSFORSCHUNG

Dia Forschungseinrichtung der Bundesagentur fiir Arbait

Onl i ne Magazin

| AB -

Good scienti fi

principles
20.

July 2018

ur ement

Policy advice is an integral part
central task of the | AB. But what
individual advisory services cann
gual ity assurance methods can be

Reviews in the form of rankings and

entertaining to politically signific
areas, quality and performance meas

An example is scientific policy advi
the narrower sense, policy advice is
What distinguishes “good” scientific
rating advisory services on the basi

of

policy-
makes “goo
be
out | i

ot me as u

ned.

|l eague tabl e

ant i ssues W

i's a

ce. Alongsid
one of t he

policy advi

s of benchma




measure is put in place retrospectively which de

bad. Nevertheless, steps can be taken in advance
advice. This was the conclusion of a working gro
above.

Scientific policy advice: bridgin
Scientific policy advice mediates between scienc
scientifically-based findings and assessments of
administrations, for example through meetings, e
in the form of | ectures, assessments and reports
The intermediary position between science and po
transferred from science to politics, the so-cal
standards and be popotical bgvietéeéeguidel inas fhen
Academy ofa®vai kabke only in German) formul at e. F
there is a double quality requirement which incl

ThleAB guidelines on go¢avacilambmiiefionl gyoliincxeadaing

stating that scientific advice must be “scientif
process”, with the word “and” explicitly emphasi
Policy advice is “scientifically appropriate” wh
relationships. This includes maintaining indepen
on empirical data which has been collected and a
the relevant theoretical perspectives should be
be embedded in discussion within the scientific
Policy advice is “politically appropriate” if it
scientific advice provided relates to positions
knowl edge and the recommendations arising from
recipients. They should, however, connect with t
indings should be recognized as valid by them
as wel | as pointing out alternative courses of a

without absolving decision-makers of their respo



http://www.bbaw.de/service/publikationen-bestellen/manifeste-und-leitlinien/BBAW_PolitischeLeitlinien.pdf
http://www.bbaw.de/service/publikationen-bestellen/manifeste-und-leitlinien/BBAW_PolitischeLeitlinien.pdf
http://doku.iab.de/politikberatung/leitlinien_politikberatung.pdf

Scientific uncertainty and pol i
of quality

| t i s, however, not possible to create indica
appropriateness in order to be able to actual
fundamental structural features underpinning
knowl edge and the ambiguity of political goal
reflected within the caveated nature of scien
the purpose of policy advice is also ambiguou
I nsights of science are by no means as clear
di scourse. According to the philosophy of Ci
valid until they are refuted. In addition, fa
responsi ble for an observed outcome. Finally,
produce different results even with the corre
I f the scientific knowledge itself is on some
clearly determined. Scientific policy advice
solving and make the political discussion mor
technical authority to normative convictions,
that politics is actively dealing with partic
The various functions of policy advice reflec
abou solving soci al problems and striving fo
has political power can, for example, define
problem and put it on the political agenda. T
associated with certain values. For exampl e,
problem depends on political positions and va
Five principles of good scienti
Scientific policy advice eludes an indicator -
across different advisory services. But given
judgement on the quality of advisory services?
ensure the quality of advisory services? The

tor

o Q n - un un
s 5 . ..
~ O O o

—~+ n

O
QD
)



i mpl ementing

at the | AB asked th
with “yes.”

Foll owing a detaile
house surveys, the
measures for
German), they form
1. Transparen
The policy advice ¢
transparent . I n add
can be met through
contribution to pub
public. The medium
publications with t
standards for publ
2 . Clarity +th
Whil st the peer rev
coll egiate peer rev
di scussing findings
scientific approach
make the | anguage ¢
addressees of polic
3. Political

I n addition to a wus
comprehensive knowl
advice in an approp
setting and the str
actions. Rel evant f
skills that facilit

emselves these two questions
d discussion including the pa
wor king group identified five

thelm,cy especvavedlyt e R

the foundation for good scien

through publicat.i

cCy
fir
t h
publicati

that the
knowl edge

t his t he
ur se. It nece
the findi
review process

oncept st demands

i tion, e advi ce

on. I n way,

|l ic disco i'sS not

i n which ngs are pub

heir owhn contr

i cation.

rough coll egi ate pee

articles 1is
t he
coll eagues

iew of scholarly

iew i s a tool for interna

and document s,
t he

omprehensi bl e,
y

e X

, as wel | as comprehensib

graphs cl ear a

advi ce.

under st andi throug

ng
t h
ad
hav

of
t he
shoul d

er-friendly
t he
manner .
t hat
traini

explanati on
policy
They
both |
ng
presentation

edge of and

ri ate

uctur es mi t and e

urt her measures shou

ate confident an



http://doku.iab.de/grauepap/2018/Konzept_Politikberatung.pdf

of the perspective

4. Applicabili

I n order to
assignment .
advisor can

Al ongside the

hand, fundamental ¢

her e. On th

specification

of empirical

During the
or drop the
established

5. Reciprocity

and pr

ty
meet the requ
Prior di scuss
actually prov
wi shes of t
uestio

e ot her hand,
of the topi
data for sci
course of cl ar
advisory assi
which create

policy advice

Finally, regular di
bet ween advisors an

di scussions

policy advice

The | AB has
particul ar

t

ake pl

S 9 o o

and t

recurrin

various o

and the Feder al Mi ni

exchange i s
each other;

Concl usi

Trust begin
addressees

t

o achie

and to c¢

on

S
of

where ¢

policy

q
«
5

< O»

ignment . I n every

iorities of the address
t hrough preli min
irements of the recipie
ions on the scope of th
ide the policy advice r
he addressees, the advi
ns around political amb
practical questions sho
ic of investigation, the

ientific analysis.

i fying the commissi on,

(¢

ase,
s clear expectations an

through regul ar di

—
-
<

ntro

advi

ions with the addressees

pients. Whilst advisory
dependently of a specif
ign of the advisory rel

well as permanent cont a

i zati drealerwndi tEsnpd md/ meoamn

of Labour and Social Af
common understanding on

and maintain mutual tr
I ends. This applies es
ce. Basically, the addr



https://iab-forum.de/en/glossar/federal-employment-agency/

wi ||

curre
wi t h
t he
contr
Nev

pol i c

advi
out c

®Q O O

for
numer
t han

Lite

Bahr ,
Wi sse
404-4

Ber |l i
2018.

Le
Qualii

>
—

S

Pi el k
Cambr

deal responsi bly with scientific uncertaint
nt state of research. The advisor, on the o
political ambiguity and not to instrument al

olitical rocess. Further, trust is require

p
ol reaches it i mit aus ulti mately th
f

t hel es s,

® S5 T =T
(@]

e
S
avou
0o e

S e
rabl e ¢ ditions can be creat
t n

y advice concept of | AB ames five qual

>

the policy advice conc

(9]
©
—

, t
e and to the advisory proces

e | AB applies

(7]

But quality
me of an advisory service are not meaningfu
reas where clear measurement criteria exist
ous addressees of | AB"s policy advice with
benefit the goal of pr

o
<

iding appropriate s

ratur e

Ho IDgieer Qu2all li7t)at wi ssenschaftlicher Politikl
nschaftliche Unsicher.helin: ulnav ipatlhan,s c\hel .Me
27.

n- Brandenbur gi sche Akaldeenmile ndeern Widsllsi ednuskciehear f:

itut fdr Arbeitsmarkkanz eupntd dBeesr ulf AH ozrusrc hSuincgh e

nschaftl i chelrl Ploulniet i2kOble8r.at ung

itut fdudr Arbeitsmarlketi-t luinndi eBne rguuftsefro rwsicshsuenngs c( !

i kber at ulnlg Jfuinre d2a0sl 81.AB:

ch, Justus; Weingart, Peter (eds.) (2011):
ty Assurance, Cambridge: Cambridge Universi

e, Roger A. (2007): The Honest Broker: Ma k i
idge University Press.

Cite

article



https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/0340-0425-2017-3-404/die-qualitaet-wissenschaftlicher-politikberatung-unbestimmtheit-durch-wissenschaftliche-unsicherheit-und-politische-mehrdeutigkeit-jahrgang-45-2017-heft-3
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/0340-0425-2017-3-404/die-qualitaet-wissenschaftlicher-politikberatung-unbestimmtheit-durch-wissenschaftliche-unsicherheit-und-politische-mehrdeutigkeit-jahrgang-45-2017-heft-3
http://www.bbaw.de/service/publikationen-bestellen/manifeste-und-leitlinien/BBAW_PolitischeLeitlinien.pdf
http://www.iab.de/de/konzept-politikberatung
http://www.iab.de/de/konzept-politikberatung
http://doku.iab.de/politikberatung/leitlinien_politikberatung.pdf
http://doku.iab.de/politikberatung/leitlinien_politikberatung.pdf

Bahr, Holger (2018): Good scientific policy advice: the lAB’sfive principles, In: IAB-Forum 20th
of July 2018, https://iab-forum.de/en/good-scientific-policy-advice-the-iabs-five-principles/,
Retrieved: 6th of March 2026

Zitationshinwei s
(2018): Good scientific policy advice: the | AB’ s

2018, https://iab-forum.de/ en/ good-scientific-po
March 2026

Li zenzhinwei s

Diese Publikation ist unter folgender Creative-C
Weitergabe unter gleichen Bedingungen 4.0 I|Intern
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ by-sa/4.0/d



https://iab-forum.de/en/good-scientific-policy-advice-the-iabs-five-principles/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.de

